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s E R M O N 8 
On Roxans vii, 24 


Wherein is ſbewed, 4 


That Indwelling Sin attends the beſt of Men! in | 
this World: the Nature of it is deſcribed; 
that which renders it peculiarly: burdenſome is 
pointed out; ſome of the Springs which ſup- 
ply it are laid open; ; and the molt ä 5 
Means to ſüppreſs it are enquired int? NG} 


Peach for the Comfort and Direction 7 2 
fireſsd Chriſtians. And publiſh'd at the a 
_f Many who heard them, | 


By FOHN HAYDON. F 275 
Te we that are in this Ta; do groan, being het: © 
2 Cor. v. — | 
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O wretched in that Fra 1 
deliver u. i the Mo; 7 7bit 


, o 
2171-8 


rOtwithanding the vreat God below 
ed the reſemblance of himſelf on man, 
in very plain lineaments of his mo- 
22 ral excellencies; yet he ſoon effaced 
this ſuperior ornament of his nature, left but few 
traces of his glorious original, and changed his 
ſoul into the fimilitude o a fallen TIE 
This depravity is, by an inexplicable though 
certain deduction, JO wh all the poſteri i 
of Adam, and begets fity to e 
e hens . S 
an inability - to good, that they ate ; pronounced, 
dead in treſpaſſe 2 ins. This depravity, by 4 
natural neceffity produces ſinful thoughts, and * 
an invatiable event, ungodly, and wicked actions. 
That this torrent of ſin might not ſweep the 
whale: human race, into the abyſs of eternal 
miſery; mercy and grace, under the conduct of 
infinite wiſdom interpoſed, and found out a Way 
of recovery; e Chriſt was provided (0 
anſwer the demands of juſtice, for the violation 
of the law, and the Holy Spirit to renew, by his 
ſanifying, influences, and make the . 
A 2 0 
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9 TE Sonpline, ander. 
dl the Lord, meet for the inheritance of the ſaints 


n br. > 


x © 
the things that we would, v. 17. Thaugh 


But, this work is progreflive, and incompleat, 
ſo long as we ſojaurn f in this vale of tears. The 
. waſhing of regeneration does not remove all our 
ſpots, or reſtore our ſouls to their pri itive pu- 
rity. God deſigning that our ſtate here ſhould 
be militant, ſi „ like the Canaanites, to 
dwell in our land, to exerciſe and try us. And 
this, St. Paul was wofully convinced of: for fin, 
not. only ſtruggled within him, under the re- 
ſtraints of W when it was firſt plied to 
his conſcience, and convinced him of the native 
evil of fin, and its dangerous conſequences ; but 
allo, when the law was wrote on his heart, and 
donvey d, in the latitude of its ſpiritual import, 
into his ſou]; even then, he was frequently capti- 
yated by tho violent affaults; and powerful efforts 
of his corruptions, 2 thſtanding he made a vi- 
Fea Te it was from ſad ex e 
_ he fad, De fleſh lufeth againſt the / Jdirit, and 
the ſpirit againſt the fleſh.; fo. that ue cannot d 


took real pleaſure in the lau of God, + 
chan man, yet he was continually p 
with a ſtimulating law in bis. members, which 
diſpoſed, and amol impelled him to actions, 
correſpondent to its nature. Rom. vii. 3. 
Hereupon the Apa exclaims, as a man 
wearied a long and tedious combat, with a 
powerful and perplexing enemy. O wretched 
man that I am, who ſhall: deliver me from the 
bady of this death? A diſmal oF! though it is 


not 


tzßbe Remains of Inuwelling Sin. 8 
not the voice of deſpair, but of longing defire _ 
for a certain ſalvation: and it ſeems as . if he 
nn head, and caſt about his 
ſorrowful eyes to look ſar a. deliverer, while he 
breath d out a ſoul- affecting groan, to excite his 
niad aid. D „N 
t which oppreſſed thingrod.ti man, be calls 
bedy of this thn whereby he intends, either 
the 105 of feſb which is mortal and dying, to 
which corruption adheres, and will, ſo long as 
t lives, or rather, what he elſeuihere rulb the old 
man and body of fin. That the body of fin amght be 
deftroyed, Rom. vi. 6. This may be juſtly phraſed 
« dead budy, becauſe it is! preghant with various 
Finds of death, and like a dead body, under the 
Levitical diſpenſation, deſiles all — touch it: 
It diffuſes pollution through the whole ſoul, and 
taints all'its operations, ſo that we are 
of exercifing a thought, or an affection, ar to 
perſorti an action, natural, moral, or r þ 
without ſore degrees of lin. 


In attempting to improve my Text, to fi 


ritual edification, I would. 


| L how, tht inoring i is the py 
experience of all good men, while 
| were tans 2c: B 205 lt 


b 1. en = its nature, nider; the = 
1 the e e its t 
. 3 8 
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6 The Saints Cinplas unde. 


1. Point out ſome things, which omen] i A 
.  +burthenſome; as to make area n 
for deliverance: from it. 


W. Inquire how it is Pegel in the foul; 
and what means may contribute, in the 
hand of the Spirit, to nal? and x7 


preſs it. And, 


* dige with! a bes inferences from the 
whole. | | 


I I am to 8 dar gabelt . is the 
unhappy experience of all good men, While 
they continue in this world, '- 

This is a melancholy truth, but of the 
certainty : for the moſt ſhinin faint, has pen wh 
of imperfection : he is only fair as the moon, 
and will never find his Abet of holineſs 
brightened into a ſunlike lu uſtre, until he enters 
the kingdom of his heavenly Father. Even 
thoſe of the greateſt maturity, the moſt raiſed 
and exalted piety, who have exerciſed the ſevereſt 


$ 
9 o 
' 


mortifications, bent and directed their whole 


force to reduce, and keep under their body of 
fin, could never fully attain, . what they endea- 
voured after, or arrive at perfection: if they de- 
feated their enemies as faſt as they. appeared, 
.. ſome in reſerve, they had always to encounter; 

and were ſen ſible, - their neareſt approaches 
to the land of promiſe, did not ſecure them from 


theſe fins of Anal, or, mighty corruptions. 
Now 


the Remains of  Indwelling Sin, 7 
Now if this be the caſe with perſons of the 
ane ſanctity, thoſe who are inferior to them 
in grace, and ſhare leſs in the purifying influ- 
ences of the Spirit of God, muſt have abundant 
reaſon to ſay ; that in them, that i 15 in their Hale. 
dwelleth no good thing. | | 
—— It muſt, be. — that st. Paul was. 2 
fac of the Ach n magnitude, in tbe kingdom of 
heaven below: he ſhone, with fingular glory, 
being furniſhed with the moſt exalted; gifts, 
as an Apoſtle, and richly ſtored with the grace 
cee as . In a very narrow view, 


given us of this excellent man in Phil. iii. 714. 
we may obſerve admirable ſelf-denial, ., teady 


faith, warm love, feryent zeal, and an | 
purſuit after that, which excludes the leaſt, ble- 
miſh of fin: and notwithſtanding all this, he com- 
Plained of being carnal, fold _ n, of a law 
in his members, exerting a power over him; and 
that, bow 7o perform that which is good, be. found 
nat. He was not only thoroughly convinced that 
he had a corrupt nature, but looked u n. it as 
his great affliction, and preferred to that 
miſerable bondage, it —— brough Fun 
under. It was being oppreſſed with 
lerable burden, that made him gruan . 
deſiring to be chathed upon with his houſe fro | 
ven; 5 drop mortality, and be ſwallowed up of 
life. 2. Cor. v. 1—4. 

If we now look back, and examine the glo- | 

rious catalogue of the mot illuſtrious ſaints on 
facred record, this truth will receive abundant 
| ages for, as a tree is known iir 

t, 


"conclude, that indwelling fin Was 


101 f. and with e Uke gte fete ro 


 Vittide of an ox, that #at#th genf 


De Saints Complaint, ande- 
8 ſome of their actions, and many ef 
their complaints, the evil root aiid fpring, from 
whener they proceeded is viſible. Sthoake is not 
a greater evi ence of fire, than inicquit in the 
life, is of evil in the heart. We may therefore 


by Wab, who bore a teſtimony for 

fore a mocking a and impious wo d, ET 
dagainft=Eeroud of ſinhers 38 univerſal, 
and violent, he ene by oo Fe ras found 
with Abrabum, a ma nparaliel'd faith, and 
obediener: with e who' would live 
in the fear of God, although he expoſed himſelf 
thereby to the reſentmetit of à vaſt multitude 
of unbridled, and moſt abandoned wretchis: 


wich Meer, that meek and faithful Aarne; 0 


felt the ſtruggle of undue paſſion,” which "broke 
lawfal ah and Junk i — criminal _ 
deficy; when he cottiplaitied'of God,"as" 
impoſed 100 heavy a charge uport Hil. Vu. 


of his {hating in the fatne ed citcumſtanic 
ben, to f51/tbe tum xf the people, and ſecnte 
ſelf from the con es of à riot, he thy 
rhe ghry of the holy one of Trad: int the 
Po of. 20, 
Theſe /eripture inſtances may Ke? Fot, hat 
they prove is abundantly confirmed by the tefti- 
mony of every Chriſtian, Let them watch, und 
pray, as mach as they will, and tortity as 
much as they can, fir retains fomit being, and 
liſe in their” ſouls: this leprofy will abide in 
115 walls, notwithſtanding all the ne 


the: Remaits of Tacualling Sn 9 
and claamſag that is uſed ih our preſeht ſtate, and 
willinenct be ebeelualy deſtroyed, but by pulling 
down the houſe; Len pen 
1 — nod; and diablo che 
oll man, and keepy him from exerting a deeiſtet 
2 wherefore/ the moſt excellent of ' the! earth = 
in part, what they were, ven alienated from 
the the bfe of God, and ſtrangrri to _ err op 
pom aT 2bngod lut 12724 110 
2 4 boly Mr. Bradfokd was — ſendble'sf, 
when he ſaid, O Lord, -Pmetimes methinks' I feel - 
We” by with. me, asif there was m difference betuerm 
my beart and the wicked; I bavt a n 


thy, rebel e 


Well then, is the under 
mam ſo darkened, ark 20 my. roy 
fooliſhneſs to him, and beyond his obſervation? 
The godly alſo have ſome degrees of 'blindheſs, 
_ una to receive the rays of divine 1 
ſouls: their confuſed wrong, 
— things of God, and their many re 
ous contentions, and animoſities about articles f 
faith, and rules of obedience, will by 1 e mend ä 
rn t satt Wo 
I the:carnal mind enmity agai ſt Gal, Jig 1 
4 an i ;-while it continues ſo, tö fu. 
ject itſelf to his wilb and ? 80 renewed 
ſons find much indiſpoſedneſs to ſubmit to f 
duty, and the wiſe conduct of Ii ide HE. 
1 are annoy d with many N _ 
clogg d with dulneſs and ſtu Rd 
Are the thoughts of unſanctiſy Ne . 
mac about objects ſuitable to their nature, vain 
B vg 


10 The Saints Complaint, under 
and finful? So, alas! gracious ſouls are ſadly 


peſtered with conceptions of ſin and folly. They 
ay neglect thoſe things with which: they 


would be always converſant, and too often dwell 


upon ſuch as are greatly unworthy of them, and 
prejudicial to them. . | Re) .” 

Do Afections, wholly under the power of fin, 
run in a wrong channel? And do they ſtretch 
out beyond lawful bounds? This alſo. is, in a 
meaſure, the dreadful caſe. of the truly pious; 
they have an much reſpect to the things which 
are ſeen and temporal : their ſouls cleave to the 


| duff, and their hearts are ſometimes /ifted up unto 


vanity. They find it not only hard, but imp. 


Able to withdraw them entirely from the creature, 


even in their moſt ſolemn tranſactions with 


| God. 


T bey find, to their inexpreſſible ſorrow, much 


corruption in pirit, ſoul, and body; many un- 
ruly propenſitics to Pes agreeable to fleſh and 


ſenſe; many grievous prejudices, and boiſterous 
paſſions, againſt thoſe which are diſguſtful to 


the carnal appetite ; and, ſometimes, a mind very 
much alienated from the duties of religion, and 
the raiſed, and refined ſatisfactions of a heaven- 


| ty and. fprritual life. And they are fo fully con- 
vinced, not only from the word of God, but 


painful experience, that ſin keeps pace with be- 
— until they lay — their mortal bodies, 
that they conclude, if any man ſays be bath no 


fin, be deceives himſelf, and the truth is not in him, 


1 Jobn i. 8. Iam, 
8 II. To 


the Remains of Indwelling Sin. 11 

II. To deſcribe the nature of indwelling fin, 
under the character by which the Apoſtle re- 
preſents it, Tig dead body. And I would here 
ſhew, why i it may be called a %ody, and why a 
dead body. It may be term d a body, 

I, Becauſe of its univerſal diffuſion through 
the powers of the ſoul, and members of the bo-: 
dy: there is not a property of the one, or place 
in the other, but what is ſome way affected with 
this ſpreading evil. And it does fink exiſt in frag- 
ments, and ſcattered reliques, in 
ſeparate remains, even in thoſe whe 
by grace ; but it hath, as it we te 
which form a ſymmetral, or prop 

In perſons unſanctified, indwelling, 
a tyrannizing giant bearing abſolute ſway : and 
the beſt of men have enough of it to receive the 
denomination of a man, a creature capable: of 
much miſchief, and which will, if not diligent- 
ly watched, and frequently ſuppreſled, give a- 
bundant proof of his injurious power. 

St. Paul calls it the old man, and exhorts this 
Ephefians to put him off as a bad ſervant, or as a 
filthy garment, Eph. iv. 22. and in Cl. iii. 5. he 
informs us of ſome of the articles, or members, 
of which he conſiſts. Mortify therefore your: 
members which are upon the earth. What thoſe 
whereby we ſee, and walk, and act? No, but 
| fornication, uncleanneſs, inordinate 3 evil 
concupiſcence, and cavetouſneſs, which is idolatry: 


And thoſe which our Lord intended, when 
he faid; F thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out; 
ng wil thy * 2 * it off, Met. v. 29, 30. 


* 


It 


N * weng 
| a 2 N x 2 4 * x , . 
12 The Saints Complaint, under 
It fubliſts in a potent efficacy, and mortal nia. 
lignity throughout the whole man, fo that from 
the crowh of the bend, to the ſole of the foot, there 
are OR and bruiſes, and putri 2 Men, | 
J. i. 5 0 
1 * It is mortal in all true believers, and therefbro 
may well be called a body. . The old man is cru- 
cifying, and his life will ſhortly arrive” at an 
everlaſting period. He receives daily wounds 
from the victorious grace of God, ſhall be ef- 
| fetually ſubdued, and left dead in the field, and 
the aint be brought off more than à conqueror over 
him. In a little time, he will be fully conviticed 
of. the vanity 5 his ſears, by ſeeing this his worſt 
enem pleatly vanquiſhed ; and joyfully 
— * hat Nai moſt his 3 — 
welfare, were only the death-ſtruggles, and vio- 
lent throws, of an expiring life. Our inbted 
adverſaries derive. vigour from malice and deſpair, 
not from hope of ſucceſs :' they fight like deſpe- 
rado's, 8 are ſure of being cut off, and reſolve 
| thit their deſtruction ſhall coſt as dear as poſ- 
ſible. 
This cohinicdle doctrine is taught by an in- 
2 pen, and may be depended upon by all 
ſaints; for fin ſhall not have dominion over 
them, 5 they are not under the law, but un- 
der grace, Rom. vi. 14. | 
Sin will for ever cleave to, and reveal: over 
the wicked, ſo long as they have a being, and 
obtains , more confirmed ſtrength at their death ; 
but when it effects the diffolution of good men, 
it vaniſhes for ever, and eaves them triumphing 
an 


the Remains of Indwelling Sin. 13 
on 82 ſhore, A ey and, 
thy Hing? O grave, where u thy vi An 
0 e is thy being? 1 

There is a glorious union with Chriſt, the 
fruit of eternal Love, which ſecures to them a 
communication, fatally icious to indwelling 
fin. this, | that our old mum is trut 
with Chriſt, that the — 92 An de 9 
ry vi. 6. But, 

Why may this evil be called x dead body? | 
There are ſeveral conſiderations which'fally ſhæw 
how well fo bail a cher ures oO 
For, ig 2) 7 30 7 

I. It droaghe death i into the ward: That fn 
which engender'd in the hearts of our firſt pa- 
rents, by the vile and ſubtle fb of the 
devil, and a deſtructive glance on 1 
tree, was the mother of death to all ther 
_ rity. When ad loſt the. retiady:of Ya 
© ture, this hateful monſter aroſe into being; death, 

with death of every kind, ſpiritual; tempo- 
, and eternal. "By one man fn ener iutwod 
world, and death by fin.” Rom. v. 12. Thus 
_ toben tuft conceived, it brought forth fins and fin - 

when it <vas finiſhed, brought forth death. Jam. i. 5. 
2. It cauſes great deadneſs in the foul of a 
2 and clogs the operations of thoſe vital 
nciples he receiv d Ry Chriſt his living: 
| lead, by the miniſtration of the Holy Spirit. 

When his will declares for God, and dif 
es to holy duties; yet, alas! what a great de- 
ect of power v0 act agreeably to his wilhes does 
he feel? He is frequently fo fetter'd, and {hut 


up 


* 


14 The Saints Complaint, under 
up under an incapa city to conform to the ten- 
dencies of the divine life, that he fears being dead 
indeed in Jin, and ſufferin g the worſt effects of 
that mighty evil. And when his ſpirit is thus 
out af tune for God, and grace is ſuppreſſed; by 
the maſterly ſtruggies of corruption, he often 
finds his attempts to reſtore order, liſe, and pu- 
rity thereto, as vain as if he endeavour d to allay a 
ſtorm, clear a cloudy ſky, and gild the horizon 
with the ſuſpended rays of the ſun. His ſoul is 
often as an unruly horſe, when he would ma- 


nage it for God; "and reſembles a deceitful bow, 
when he would gladly direct, and devote 1 it en- 


* to him. 
he tries to meditate on divine ſubjects, 1 
is either unable to think, and a ſtupid gloom 
over his mind; or if his thoughts are 
active, they are broken and incoherent, — ve- 
ty frequently roving, like the fool 's eyes, from 
one vain object to another: if, with 2 dif- 
> ficulty, he brings them to the matter he aims at, 
| they-very ſoon, inſenſibly, withdraw, and he 
þ finds' them on diſtant things; ſo, that he can 
ſeldom enjoy an hour's clear, and comfortable 
application of mind to ſerious and ire) CON» 

_ templations. 

The Chriſtian alſo finds much deadneſs in 
prayer: for this is often his caſe; when he would 
addreſs God, as his duty and neceflity. require, 
and pour out his ſoul before him with ftrong-cries 
and tears, fill'd with unutterable groans, in the 
exerciſe” of faith and love, with delight and en- 


largement, he experiences a * counters 
balance 


(!77 
"4 


the Remains of Indwelling Sin. ts 
balance of indiſpoſition. - His heart wanders, his 
ſpeech is broken, he ſcarce knows what to lay 
before God; and, in the cloſe; riſes from his 
knees full of ſhame and Aer ven his my and 
thus trifling with him. | | 

So, when Bi inen and pres 
a. black and threatening cloud over his foul; by 
diſmal doubts and fears, his attempts to 
-'balm from Gilead, or conſolation from 
and the ſweet and of 
re: ad covenant; ate fruitleſs; and he may ſay 
with the prophet, When I would comfort myſelf 
| . ee bars 10 faint i in me. Jet; di. 


: * len 3 his bel nan and fork 
the healing and — but, alas! 
ar rp i deep, and bo DEAE to draw 
=_ ell 03 S916} nn 
Mere Wemoore to exumine the fot, with 
| reſpec to the ſeveral graces of oly t, 
we ſhould receive, at ſome ſeaſons, a Ss | 
and affecting account: for when he would {ct 
them on their proper exerciſe, he is ſo held in 
chains, and incumber d with indwelling ſin, that 
it is above his power; ſin, which is quite the re- 
verſe of thoſe excellent endowments, and defi- 
rable habits, takes poſſeſſion of his ſoul. Theres 
fore, when he would exerciſe faith, he feels the 
ſad influence of heart-wounding, and God-dif- 
honouring infidelity ; and when he would ſolace 
himſelf with the bright gleams of hope, he is at- 
flicted with lowring doubts, and — of 
his evidences for heaven. Inſtead of warm bt 


MN 


extenſive love opening and widening his foul, he 
oftery finds it eontracted with coldneſs 3 
ſion; and when he would ſpirit himſelf with 
zeal, he flags with indifference. He tries to ex 
alt, and chear his ſpirit with holy joy, but be is 
depreſs d with ſadneſs; and to lie low- before 
God and men, under an humble ſenſe of his ſin, 


but he is pained with an uneaſy fivell, and the 


workings of pride and haughtineſ. When he 
would fain be all deyotion, and give up bhimſelf 


wholly to the things of God, be is either carri- 
ed away by vain amuſements, or ſuſpended in 
the thicket of worldly cares: and thus, to his 
great grief, experiences, that remaining ind wel- 


2. It gives almoſt as much uneaſineſs to a 


= man, as a dead body would do, if it were 
ſtened to him. It is as noiſome to his ſoul, as 


4 putriſied carcaſs can be to his ſenſe. 


death, 1 will not pretend to ſay 3 ho ſuch Puniſh- 


the Grrels, or the Romans. However, ſin was 
to him as a loathſome weight, and a moſt dif- 
agreeable burden: it vexed him like a thorn in 
his fleſh, and made him long to be an inhabitant 
of that world, where nothing that defiles can 
enter, ot any thing that troubles find place. 
It made Fob abbor himfeff, and lie, as it were, 
in duſt and aſhes. It engaged the ſolicitude of 
Dauid to obtain a freedom from it: O how does 


I 
* 


Fog fin'may well be deſcribed by a body f death. 


Whether the apoſtle has reſpect to a cuſtom 8 


5 


ment, as I remember, was uſed by the Fews, 


ho beg and plead to be waſhed throughly from bis 


enquit ies, 


iniquities, and to be cleanſed from bis fin? To be 
purged with Nip, and mad? whiter than ſruw ? 


And, that God would create in him a clean heart, 


and rent a right ſpirit within bim? Pfalm IL 
D * 


his worſt of evils made the prophet 7/aiah 
cry out as in deep diſtreſs, when he was caught, 


in viſion, up to the third heavens, /aw the Lord 
fitting upon his throne, and was admitted to behold 
the worſhip of angels; even then he ſaid, Wo is 
me, for I am unde. But what could make him 
expreſs himſelf thus in his preſence, where there 
is fitneſs of joy, and pleaſure for evermore ? Why, 
he felt bimſelf to be a man of unclean lips, and 


knew that he had the v9 of ſin poo bim. 


Many a ſanctified ſoul would gladly. leave 
his neareſt relations, his deareſt friends, and 
ſweeteſt enjoyments, to be deliver d from this 
fad bondage. Their language is, O when ſhall 
we be releaſed from theſe vile, abominable, and 
wicked hearts? From theſe polluted, atheiſtical, 
and wandring thoughts? And from this dead- 
neſs, barrenneſs, and obduracy, which often 
lock up our fouls under an inability 7 wor/hip 
God in the ſpirit, and rejoice in Chrift Teſus?, Ol 
for a diſcharge from this perplexing war, and li- 
berty from this irkſome bondage, When will 


the year of Jubilee come, and free a miſerable 


captive? Come, Lord Feſus, come quickly; let 
not me who am filthy, be filthy ſtill. 1 

Who can deſcribe the vaſt diſtreſs of that 
mind, which is the ſeat of war between the con- 
tending powers of fin, and of grace? How is it 


1 | ſpoiled. 


«FT 5 


4 


os 


| 
q 
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ſpoiled of much peace and joy, frequently rob. 
bed of moſt valuable treaſure, and often terrified 
by the repeated, and violent attacks of thoſe con- 
tending and obſtinate enemies; which make the 
Chriſtian wiſh for the wings of a dove to fly away, 
and be a reft, where there is no body of iin, and 
death? _ | . 

| * This depravity of our nature will bear an 
alluſion to the properties of a dead body, which 
are cold, unlovely, and ill-avour'd, without 
ſenſe and motion, and whoſe corruption increa- 
ſes. ; HP F 

© "Tis well known, it throws water on the faints 
affections, renders them lifeleſs in duty, and be- 
numbs them under the various diſpenſations of 
Providence wherewith they are exercis'd. It is 
alſo deformity in the ſight of God, unamiable 
in the view of the ſoul, and the ſource of 
all their defects. Their ſpots ariſe from hence. 
It is as an offenſive ſtench, and well anſwers the 
general epithet whereby it is known, corruption. 
It contributes to blind the eyes of the faints un- 
derſtanding, to injure their taſte of the things of 
God, and ſtop their ears againſt them. Ab- 
ſtractedly confider'd, it is without all motion, 
will, or power to that which is good, and, like 
a dead body, it will grow worſe and worſe, 
ſpread and diffuſe its malignant nature, if it be 


not kept down by freſh ſupplies of mortifying 


grace.” I am, 
II. To point out ſome things which render 
this indwelling fin / burdenſome, as to make 


: | 


Eo oo oe. Shu Sug eb os 
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good men long for deliverance from it. And, 
1. Nothing makes it more intolerable to them, 
than the oppoſition it bears to the holineſs and 
perfection of God. He is glorious in holineſs, of 
purer eyes than to behold evil, and cannot look up- 
on iniquity. Habbak. i. 13. The moſt violent 
antipathies, and wideſt diſtances in the whole 
creation, afford but a faint repreſentation of the 
averſion which God hath to fin : he hates it with 
the ſame neceſſity he loves himſelf, and can as 
ſoon ſtain his glory with a foul and everlaſting 
blot, as approve the ſinful blemiſhes of our na- 
ture. The People of God have a ſupreme love 
for him, a deep ſenſe of infinite obligations to 
him, and place all their felicity in the favour 
and likeneſs of their - heavenly Father; but ha- 
ving abundance of that in them, which is diſ- 
re and contrary to him, they are afflicted 
with the moſt painful ſorrow, and long for a 
diſcharge from an evil, which holds them in- 
capable of being and acting more agreeable to 
his nature, and conſiſtent with his will. 
2. It is repugnant to the new creature, which 
is form'd in every child of God, and ſubſiſts in 
an irreconcilable enmity to it, Gen. iii. 15. This 
er is diſcover'd by the al checks 
of all the tendencies of the divine life, and the 
frequent reſtraints on the operations and motions 
of the reſpective graces of the Holy Spirit in the 
ſoul. O how och does the child of God find, 
that when he would ſpring up to heaven, and 
derive ſupport from the all-ſufficiency of his great 
Parent, and glorious Original, he is born _— 
8 8 


mind maven 


and kept at an uncomfortable diſtance, by his 
body of death? Nay, this malignant exerts his 
utmoſt power to diſpoſſeſs him of the new inha- 
bitant; and ſeeing he is incapable of that, his 
reſidence ſhall be render'd as uncomfortable and 
_ uſeleſs as poſſible. This abominable evil is as 
diſtaſteful to the renewed part, as the narrow 
confines, of a cloſe priſon could be to one 
moſt defirous of liberty, and a. free air : it is as 
teazing as an injurious and noiſy inmate could 
be to a man of peace and love ; and meets with 
greater refiſtance to exclude it entirely from the 
foul, than is made by the beſt conſtituted body 
to diſcharge corrupt and noxious humours, and 
conquer a diſeaſe. Were there no other conſi- 
deration, this would not admit of any wonder, 
that the godly ſhould groan earnefily to be cloath- 
2 with perfection, and get rid of the alloys of 
— It was the great oppoſition which St. Pauls 
natural depravity bore to his pure mind, that oc- 
caſion'd the words of my text. He found a 
law, that when he would do good, evil was preſent 
with him ; and although he delighted in the law 
of God after the inward man, yet he ſaw another 
law in his members warring againſt the law of his 
| we, and, by force and violence, 
intruding upon him that, unto which he had 
the greateſt antipathy. This affliction was fo 
great, that notwithſtanding he was greatly be- 
loyd, and highly favour d of the Lord, he 
broke out in ſuch a manner, as if the worſt ca- 
lamity imaginable had befallen him; O wretched 


man 
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man that Jan, who ſhall deliver me from the bedy. 
of this death? Rom. viii, 21—24. | 

- 3. Another thing which makes this inbred cor- 
ruption ſo extreamly hateful, is, its inſinuating 


an injurious tincture into, and being ſo very de- 


ſtructive of the beſt ſervices of which the faint is 
capable. A mechanick, who is very anxious to have 
the productions of his art as compleat of their kind 
as poſſible, would think it a great affliction to have 
one continually at hand, ſpoiling them before 
they are form d, and thereby prevent their arriving 
at perfection. He would ſoon be tired out, and 
look upon himſelf as a very unhappy man. It 
is an infelicity much greater than this, that the 
Chriſtian complains of; for as he loves God, he 

would be all fame and affection, all ſpirit and 


devotion, when he ſerves him: he would preſent 


himſelf, and all his powers, in every act of obe- 
dience, holy, and acceptable to him: but alas this 
accurſed indwelling ſin, like the offenſive fly in 


the apothecary's ointment, gives all his duties an 


unpleaſant ſmell. It deſcends like the birds on 


the carcaſſes which Abrabam deſigned for ſacred 


uſe, and holds him in ſuch deplorable circum- 
ſtances, that he can't ſerve his God, but with 
the rent and torn, the defiled and polluted; which 
are oblations very unfit for him, in whoſe :/ight 
the heavens are unclean, and who chargeth bis an- 
gels with fall y. "PII 

From this evil root ſprings ſpiritual pride and 
hypocriſy, oſtentation and vain-glory, and all 
thoſe by-ends, carnal and unworthy views, hur- 
trying and roving thoughts, which are ſo much 
. 8 complained 
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complained of by all who are, in ſome meaſure, 
acquainted with their own hearts; and make 
them, at certain ſeaſons, impatiently deſirous of 
the inheritance of the ſaints in light, where the 
rits of juſt men are made perfect, and as ſecure 
om the annoyance of fin, as they are from the 
| leaſt danger of excluſion from the preſence of the 
Lord, and the glory of his power : for there they 
will never have the leaſt reaſon to ſay, that ben 
they would do good, evil is preſent with them. - 
Were it not for this abominable ſource, the 
ways of the Lord would be unmix'd-pleafantneſs, 
and all his paths afford ſweet and ſoul-refreſh- 
ing peace to the believer ; he would do nothing 
but rejoice and work righteouſneſs, and live upon 
the ſublime gratification of his ſpiritual defires ; 
therefore that which prevents ſuch valuable be- 
nefits, can't but be conſider'd as moſt deteſtable, 
and excite ardent wiſhes for a freedom from it. 
4. The gracious ſoul, by reaſon of the fre- 
quent, and violent motions of his corruptions, is 
put to great pain, being under terrible apprehen- 
fions, that they will, one day, break forth into acts 
of rebellion againſt God, and injurious to his 
| honour, He feels his heart to be deceitful above 
all things, and the ſeat of deſperate wickedneſs, 
and that he has depths of fin unfathomable, and 
_ multitudes innumerable. He cannot under/tand 
Bis errors, or recount the ſecret faults and ſinful 
blemiſhes of his foul. Sins of various ſizes, and 
almoſt of every ſort, at one time or other, are 
too apt to take up their rendezvous in him, and 
ſtrive to force their way into external wick-- 
il | edneſs, 
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ednels, and thereby give a more compleat finiſn- 


ing to their nature. 

— Our bleſſed Lord, who well knew what ads in 
man, has given us a view of his heart; and aſ- 
ſured us, that from within, out of the beart pro- 
ceed evil tbougbis, adulteries, formications, mur- 
ders, thefts," covetouſneſs, an evil eye, olaſphemy, 85 
pride, 501% ;/bneſs. Mark vii. 21, 22. 

Theſe diverſify d evils are ſeminally i in every 
child of God, and it requires great watchfulneſs 
to keep them from ſprouting out into the fruit 
of or ology, which they dread more than death. 

n at times, fill'd with horror, leſt the 
— of the depravity and corruption of their 
fouls, Id not only exiſt in their imagina- 
tions, but prevail on their wills, and proceed to 
make the members of their bodies inſtruments 
of unri Bes; and thereby expoſe them- 
ſelves, and their holy profeſſion to the reproach | 
255 Fooliſh, and bring the good ways of God. 

| 2 they highly prize, into unreaſonable con- 


q Tie begets great indignation againſt the old 
an, makes him a very uneaſy companion, and 
irs up ſincere longings for his effectual de- 
ſtruction. f 

Tis certain, the glory of God is what every 
good man aims at, and looks upon as more va- 
' luable than his immortal ſpirit; and after he has 
taſted of his loving kin fs and enjoyed 4 
comfortable hope of pardon, he defires the ad- 
vancement of it as much as his own happineſs : 
therefore, can t but entertain the greateſt diſlike 
to 


24 The Saints Complaint, under 
to every thing which threatens the leaſt prejudice 
to it, and intreat for grace and Ape to re- 
duce and fortify him againſt the inward work- 
ings of fin, and to be freed from fo foul an 
evil, Which alſo, e | 
5. Puts him in fear, at times, of an univerſal and 
final conqueſt. When St. Pauls Faith was weak 
ened, and his judgment clouded by the force and 
influence of his body in, he feem'd to dread 
the moſt fatal conſequences, and oppoſed it as 
an enemy capable of effecting his everlaſting ruin: 
he refiſted the criminal motions of his. body, leſt, 
being overcome and held a captiveby them, he 
ſhould prove a caſt-away. 1 Cor. ix. 27. In 
the general, this excellent Saint walk'd upon 
his high places, he well knew in whom he had 
. Believed, and had a ravifhing perſuaſion that he 
ſhould be kept by the mighty power of Gad through 
faith unto ſalvation: he was as ſure of heaven, 
as if he ſtood with the redeemed of the Lord on 
mount Zion, aſcribing glory to God and the 
for loving and waſhing him, in cleanſing : 
attoning blood. Yet he might have his int 
vals of doubting, and be dejected with feart - 
within, from the tempeſtuous raging of his reſt- 
leſs corruptions, _ . 3 
lam perſuaded this is the caſe with many Chri- 
ſtians now; they feel ſuch an inward force of ſin 
that they 'dread an endleſs conqueſt by it ; and 
ſuch prevailing operations of this inbred poifon 
on their ſuperior vitals, as threaten nothing lefs * 
than the eternal death of their ſouls. It reduces 
their faith and hope to almoſt imperceptible de- 
| grees, 
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grees, and brings on ſuch a general deadnefs, - 


and univerſal darkneſs upon their minds, and 
procures ſo great a diſtance between them and 
God, that they are ready to cry out with Aſaph, 
Will the Lord caſt off for ever? And will be be 

avourable no more? Is his mercy clean gone for 
ever ? Doth his promiſe fail for evermore? Hath 
God forgotten to be gracious ? Hath he i in anger 
ſhut up his tender mercies ? 

The Saint, with David, alſo is ready to ſay in 
his haſte, I ſhall one day periſh by the hand of this 
malicious, treacherous, and potent Saul, who 
hunts for my moſt precious life, and aims at the 
total deſttuction of the inner man, created after 
the image of Gad. It produces ſuch an univerſal 
carnality, and alienation of the ſoul from him, 
as diſcourages the Chriſtian's hope of poſſe 22 
himſelf again in ſanification. 


This effect of the evil of our natures, may 


well increaſe his indignation ons it, ſpirit him 
to a vigorous reſiſtance, and be a he to his im- 


portunity for deliverance from . * 14 Vn 
af kalt This brings me, = la Lide 


I. To enquire how indwelling abs is ptomo- 
ted; in the ſoul; and what means a contribute, 
Ir the hands of the Spirit, to welken and fy bs, 
preſs it. 


A ſearch into theſe thigsmay y prove a great 
benefit to the Chriſtian; for by knowing the 


ſources which feed his enemies, he may make 
ſome ſucceſsful attempts to cut off, or leben the 
commun cation; and being acquaitited with the 

D moſt 
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moſt ſucceſsful weapons, may militate apainſt 
them with more advantage, Well, but what 
ves ſtrength and vigour to the body of ſin? 
h 
0 It gets 3 head, when men have but a 


culpable, will + 
8 5 a prod 25 {well and great rig of 


1 | thrive a pe EN get 


dience. 

A 9 of this conduct is like a PR TA 
takes traitors for innocents, or the man who is 
troubled with a deſtructive humour, or killing 
ulcer, and can't be perſuaded that any fatal con- 
ſequences will ariſe from either: but were ſuch 
perſons to ſee that this was really the caſe, . 
they would ſoon be can ed of their 
ing under a mortal miſtake. 
| * _ Bo the mind of ſuch a one, as BEST den 

will be like a foul neſt, and the cage. of every 
unclean and hateful bird; and as the garden of 
one, who i imagines that the moſt hurtful pro- 
ductions 
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ductions thereof, are no ways injurious to ufeful 
vegetables, and will, therefore, very ſoon be over- 
run with the painful eſſects of the fall, and the 
curſe. | wa 
2. It is cultivated when perſons dally with it, 
and give it quarters in their hearts. May it not be 
fear d, that ſome, who are convinced of the 
dreadful evil of indwelling ſin, are too apt to let 
it have room in their ſouls, and maintain a neu- 
trality with it? So, that inſtead of deſtroying 
vile images as faſt as they are form'd in the mind, 
they gaze upon them with ſome degrees of aſ- 
ſent and approbation ; -wherefore fin grows in 
power, and not only obtains on the affections, 
t aſſaults the will, and indangers a conqueſt. 
This home - bred iniquity is like many diſinge- 
nuous- ſervants, it can't bear indulgence; look 
upon it with the leaſt agreeable aſpect, and it 
will take encouragement immediately to rebel, 
and try for abſolute dominion. Our firſt parents 
well knew this, for when they neglected a due 
watch over their hearts, and permitted ſin a be- 
ing in their fancy, it ſoon brought them from 
the ſummit of glory and felicity into a moſt 
miſerable and deplorable” condition. And O 
what wretched work did it make in the poor ſoul 
of David | When inſtead of ſuppreſſing. his 
polluted ideas, he banqueted the carnal appetite | 
with them; they ſoon became more mighty 
than he, and his iniguities like the wind, carried 
him away into a years captivity, under the ty- 
ranny of his luſt. 2 Sam. 11 chap. This neg- 
ligence 'and dalliance with criminal thoughts 
_— D 2 have 
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have wounded, and occaſioned the fall of many 
other ſtrong men, made them ao of 
broken bones, and to go mourning : all their | 
days. But, | 

3. It is very much augmented and ad 
when men ſuffer themſelves to be overcome by 
it, When it breaks forth into ungodly deeds, 
the habit from whence they proceed is ſtrength- 
ned; for, as practice rivets theory, and makes 
large and durable impreſſions of what the mind 
hath been exercis'd about, ſo. when indwelling 
fin ſprouts out into an evil act, it takes deeper 
root, and keeps a more powerful poſſeſſion of 
the ſoul. 
Ihe evil I am nating of may be compar d to 
water, which runs freely on finding vent; but 
differs i in this, the more it diſchargeth, 1, the more 
it abounds : it bears a proportion to the wicked- 
neſs of the life, and is greatly promoted. by it; 
therefore the more vain and ungodly a man is in 
his life and converſation, the more ſettled: being 
and commanding influence has fin in his ſoul. . 
When God once ſays concerning a man, Let 

bim alone, he will ſoon fin himſelf into a dark 
erroneous judgment, a ſtubborn will, and into 
earthly and ſenſual affections, a ſear d and ſtupid 
cConſcience, and fo drench his ſoul in ſin, that it 

will require large communications from the bleſ- 

ed Spirit to recoyer him to a mortify d ſtate, and 

bring this reſtleſs evil under the curb of grace, 

and the reſtrictions of the new creature. It ex- 
erts its whole force to obtain, not only a mental, 
| bet r exiſtence, and Producy the Ig; e- 


ige 


the Remains of Indwelling Sin. 29 
fects of its power; which is manag d and direct- 
ed by a ſort of cunning and artifice, to make 
men reſoly'd and inflexible in wickedneda; This, 
the author of the epiſtle to the Hebrews was ſen- 
ſible of, when he recommended mutual exhor- 
tations among Chriſtians, to prevent ſuch a con- 
ſequence. But exhort one another daily, while it 
is called tu day, leſt any of you be harden'd through 
the deceitfulneſs of fin. Heb. Ni. 13. 

I now proceed to ſhew, what means, in the 
hand of the Spirit, may contribute to weaken 
and ſuppreſs. indyelling fin; and conceive. that 
the following may prove: of great ſervice, if ob- 
ſervd with an eye to, and in a dependance on 
the grace of Chriſt, without which the body gf 

400 will never be truly and radically motif d. 

ts Think how hateful dhe deprayity: of your 
nature 1s, in the view of the infinitely holy God: 

There is nothing more ' diſtaſteful) to him, or 
which he has more ſeverely-puniſh'd. Mhen it 
is countenanc d and indulg d, it is worſe than an 
external evil act, which 4 perſon may be ſur- 
prized into againſt the general bent of his mind. 

God being a Spirit, the temper and operations 
of our ſduls are ag much acts, with regatd ia 
him, as our words and our behaviour are to gur 
fellow · creatures. Wherefore Spiritual wickedneſs ; 
muſt be as abominable, and perhaps a great deal 
more ſo in his account, than when the members 
of the body-are. inſtruments of unrighteouſneſs. | 

Ic was for aſpiring thoughts, and diſloyal af- 
* towards the king of heaven, that the wy 

| ge 
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were turn'd from thence. They had no 
gt to ſtrike, only a mind to think. And we 
may obſerve, that when the Almighty Fehovah 
was pleas d to give his reaſons for deſtroying the 
old world, their idolatry, filthineſs, and mur- 
ders were not ſo much taken notice of, as the 
univerſal and perpetual abominations which de- 
filed their fouls And God ſaw that the wicked- 
neſs of man was great upon the earth, and that 
every imagination of the thoughts of his heart Was 
only evil continually. Would he turn the whole 
ſurface of this globe, on which we now live, 
into an aceldama for this? and cover it with the 
mortal remains of the inhabitants thereof? Yes. 
And the Lord ſaid, I will defliroy man, whom TI 
bave created, from the face of the earth ; "both man 
and beaſt, and the ptr Fray and the fowls 
of the air: for it r 1th me that F love made 
them. Gen. vi. 5, 7. 

So when God was about to bring the Chalde- 
ans on Fudah, as an overflowing ſcourge, or as 
a lion from his thickets, eager of prey; the cauſe 
of ſo dreadful a puniſhment was the ne lected 
wickedneſs, tlie folly and pollution of their 
ſouls; wherefore he intreats them to prevent the 
miſchief, ſaying, O Feruſalem, waſh thine heart 
from wickedneſs, that thou may ſ be ſaved. How 
ing ſhall thy vain thoughts lodge within thee? 

er. Iv. 1 
: Simon 2 had provoked God by many 
and great outward ſins: he uſed magical en- 
chantments, bewitcbd and turn d afige many, and 
anne out that he was ſome great one. Acts 8 
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Ile aſſumed to himſelf a fort of divinity, de- 
manded adoration, and was worſhipped as a God 
in the reign of Claudius Ce/ar ; yet St. Peter 
11 8 pointed 5 his _ | N Op exhorted 
im to repent an : Pray God, 1 hap. 
the Dourke of rr ö —9 be W 
Acts vin. 22. r 
Such is the indignation of God againſt the 
evil of our nature, that we are aſſured our moſt 
ſolemn, fervent, and repeated addreſſes at the 
throne of grace will be of no ſervice, if we coun- 
tenance and indulge it. If 7 regard imiquity_in 
my heart, the Lord will not hear me. Pal. fxvs 18. 


Theſe conſiderations duly weighed, may con- - 


tribute to your attempting a more obſtinate re- 
ſiſtance of the fin of your nature, it being the 
abominable thing which God's foul hateth; and an 
abatement of its being, and influence upon. your 
religious duties and converſations in the world. 
2. Maintain an humble ſenſe of your being 
the unhappy ſubject of ſo much corruption. 
Every affliction calls for humility ; much more 
this, the worſt and the greateſt, which is infinite- 
ly, more a diſgrace to human nature than the 
moſt malignant leproſy, or univerſal bletaiſh. It 
ſinks it below the moſt inconfiderable parts of the 
creation, and made good old Facob acknow- 
ledge, that le was fs than the haſt of all the mer 
cies. of God. Gen. xxxii. 10. Nay; the moſt 
loathſome creature is preferable to man, conſi- 
der d as fallen, and depriv'd of the divine image; 
for that anſwers the end of its creation, Feng 5 
nothing repugnant to his nature. But man does 
n | 21 not, 
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not, and has abundance of enmity a gainſt his 
Lord and Maker. This tains the 42 of all 
human fleſb, and loudly calls for ſelt-abaſement, 
eſpecially in "thoſe who are created anew.in Chriſt , 
Jef unto good works, If pious Hezekiah was 

ceply humbled under a ſenſe of the pride of his 
heart, 2 Chron. xxxii. 26. ſurely every Chriſtian, 
who is under infinite obligations to God for 
temporal, and ſpiritual bleſſings, ſhould lie in the 
duſt, being conſcious of many heart-rifings 
againſt him, much backwardneſs to do any thin 
for him, and a multitude of ſins ſwarming an 
revelling i in their ſouls. 

The advantage from hence will be double, it 
will engage to the keeping a ſtrict eye upon the 
enemy, and be bleſt with larger meafures of 
ſtrength to overcome him; for God gives more 
grace to the humble. When the Fatt of St. 
Pauls mind was depreſſed and broken by the 
thorn in bis fleſh, than which, nothing is greater 
than indwelling fin, he received a ſweet aſſu- 
rance of grace and ſtrength. 2 Cor. xii. 7, 9. 
3. Endeavour to check the firſt motions and 

workings. of fin in your ſouls. Nip it in the 
bud, that it may not ſhoot forth into a tough 
and ſtubborn branch. Lay a reſtraint on all 
its tendencies, and thwart it in 125 thing it 
ſeems propenſe unto. When a ſpark appears 
extinguiſh it, and as ſoon as it gleams Na a 
little flame, beg that the holy Spirit, who is 
compar' d to water, may put it out. By ſuch a 

perpetual repulſe, the body of 1928 will be 9 


an 
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his ſtrength reduced, and kept under the domi- 
nion' of grace. 

'Our le te St d att" erte Ne J. 
U he, keep under my body, and bring it into 
ſubjetion. 1 Cor. ix. 27. By body, T apprehend 
he does not only mean, what he abe calls 
the earthly houſe of bis tabernacle, but the old 
man, or ody of fin. Rom. vi. 6. This he Zept 
under, and brought into ſubjettion. Here ate 
two words whereby St. Pau/exprefles his con- 
duct towards his corruptions, which, as A 
— are e emphatical in the Greek; 
es a violent beating and buffeting, oy 
— 2 oo the Olynepic games) till a compleat 
victory is obtain d; and the other, to make a 
perſon an obedient, ſubmiſſive ſervant, and en- 
tirely at command, eſpecially when be waxeth 
inſolent and wanton. So we ſhould fight againſt 
— ſin of our hearts, endeavour to repel and 
ner it, and not ſaffer the gratification of 
unlawful cravings with which it abounds: 
Thi rule conſtantly obſerv d, under the influence 
of the mortifying Spirit, will prevent much, fin 
and ſorrow, and help the Chriſtian to live more 
abundantly to the Mary of God. 

4. Carefully ſhun all temptations, but eſpe- 
cially to thoſe fins which bear the greateſt ſway 
in your ſouls. This will prove excellent to wi- 
ther the inward evil; for temptation, like the 
ſun and the rain to the product of the ground, 
invigorates and nonriſhes a luſt, makes it grow 
apace, and violently ſtrive: 70 forth fruit 


wnto death. Altho' _— it might ung 
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tate their mortification. Without vigilance and 
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and be reduc'd to a low. ebb, hereby it 

to ſtir and exert itſelf. The combuſtible — 
ter in the heart takes fire, widely expands, and 
there is danger of its produeing the IT diſmal 
effects: he certainly contracts greater pollu tion, 
even if he is preſerv'd by reſtraining grace from 
commencing .an open rupture with 

_ That ſinful habit which a man can maſter, 
when it is under no ſeducing influence, wall 
make fad havock in the poor ſoul where it is; 
for ſome temptations are to particular corrupti- 
ons, as the loadſtone to iron, and attract with 
almoſt an invincible efficacy. Many a faint has 
thought himſelf out of 3 from a trouble- 
ſome heart-ſin, and ſecure from its future erup- 
tions, when, by venturing too far into a ſuitable 
bait, it has realſumed former power, taken him 


captive, and triumph d over him. And indeed 
ſince innocent nature was overcome by tempta- 


tion, no one ſhould think himſelf fafe within 
the compaſs of ſuch enchantment. If it ſet fire 
to the green tree, the dry ſhould not expect to 
eſcape. 8 90 

Beg wi iſdom and rength to avoid, and over- 
come allurements to evil, and that will greatly 
contribute to ſtarve your corruptions, and facili- 


circumſpection, a man may pray till his knees 
take root in the earth, and yet be the ſervant of 


fin. And I fear there are many poor ſhipwreck d 


ſouls in the world who cry fervently againſt ſin, 
intreat aſſiſting grace, and deliverance from tem- 
* when perhaps (ſometimes) a few 2 

| om 
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from their duty, ſhall find them heedleſs amidſt 
occaſions of evil, and miſerable captives. And I 
believe it may be look'd upon as a general truth, 
that they who wilfully enter into temptation will, 
in a little time, find all their religion ineffeQual 

to prevent complying with temptation. - 

If you ate enabled to follow the Apoſtle's ad- 
vice, it will ne of x reat ſervice in the preſent 
buſineſs.” Watch ye, fand faſt in the faith, quit 
you like men, be . 1 Cor. xvi. 13, Keep a 
diligent look-out, eye the motions of your ene- 
mies; if any attack 25 maintain your ground 

in the exerciſe of faith, diſcharge yourſelves with 
the bravery of men in Chrift, and exert all your 
frength on the occaſion. 

5. Poſſeſs your mind with a deep ſenſe of the 

injuries you ſuſtain by indwelling fin.. Thi is 
laudable, and will prove profitable reſentment, 
and may be rais'd to the higheſt degree without 
the leaſt guilt. It is as much the glory of @ man 
to be ſevere on his own fin, as to paſs by and for- 
give the tranſgreſſions of his fellow - mortals. 
Think then, without any abatement, of circum- 
ſtances, „What you ſuffer by it. Is your ſoul like 
a tempeſt, full of darkneſs and confuſion ? Your 
faith weale, and evidences for heaven conceal'd ? 
Is the Comfortet withdrawn, and the face of God 
turned away from you? Is your Heart hard? 
Are you ifinclined to Duty ? And is that an un- 
pleafant taſk? It is all owing to this injurious in- 
mate, which fails not alſo to prepare you to fall 
in with temptation, diſgrace your profeſſion, 
Athotour God. Surely this train of evils ſhould 
E 2 - provoke 
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 * provoke you to an obſtinate reſiſtance of the au- 
tor and ſpring of them, the good effect of 


which, will ſoon be felt in a deſirable abatement 


6. When you experience a ſanctify d frame of 


mind, do all you can to preſerve and cheriſh it. 


Take all poſſible care of {quandering-away ſuch 


precious treaſure, Have you a holy. glow of 
pious affection? Look up for freſh fupplies to 
eep the ſacred fire continually burning. Think 


of that exhortation, Qꝝench not the Spirit. He 


is now exerciſing his office, as a Sanctifier, there - 
fore yield to, and encourage his motions, and 
take care Teſt any corruption, like water, deaden 
his operations. Vou have now your ornaments 
upon you, hold. faſt that which you have, let no 
one take your . crown. Endeavour to advance, 
but neglet? not the gift* that is in you. . In the 


-midſt of all, guard againſt ſelf-confidence, for 


that will expoſe you to danger; and let all your 
I in a dependance on the grace of 

r 
When the Church enjoy d a nearneſs, and con- 
formity to her Beloved, Ol how careful was ſhe, 


leſt ſhe ſhould loſe him, and that deſirable. tem- 


per of ſoul which attended his preſence, I held 
bim, and would not let him go.—1 charge you, O 
Je daughters of feruſalem, that ye fiir not up, nor 

awake my. lee dil be pleaſe. Sol. ſong ii. 4, 5. 
Such conduct as this will abundantly-ſtreng- 
then the party oppoſite to fin; it will very much 


ons and depreſs that foul: tyrant, and procure 


the more peaceable poſſeſſion of the ſoul, by the 


ſpirit and grace of Gd. Laſtly, 
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Laſtly, Be frequent in fecret prayer, and, if 


there be need, uſe faſting alſo. All means, what- 
be 


ſoever, without one, or . of theſe, wi 
but like an army of obſervation deſtitute of am- 
munition. Nothing will prove. effectual to the 
ſubduing of fin, without the fervent prayer. gf 
faith, I may ſay of it, as our Lord did ef the de- 
vils, this Hud gverhb unt out but by. frayer and | 
taſting... Fherefore ſpread your corruptions be- 
fore God, and beg him 6 N as he did 
the Egyßtiam vermin. Cry to him of their num- 
bers, and aſk his aid, complain of their Auen, 
and intreat his direction, Thus bewail your un 
eee eee 
, de . 
Whenever ſin is ready to force < open.the door 
of. your krarts, apply direftly. iw the der - 
mercy far  grace' to help in tbe time of | need; 
— 5 be as net Fo As —- 


help 
againſt i it, experience pony quickly convince us 


of the advantage. When, I ory, unto, thee, aid 
Mis. then ſhall mine enemees turn back; Plalm 
vi. 9. And our bleſſed Lord hath aflured.us, 
— our , heavenly, Father is much moxe. fed 
to beſtow: 1 help on praying ſouls, than 
earthly parents are to give good g/. BI 125 | 
children. Luke xi. 13. 1 . 
And though external mortifcations can no 
more, of themſelves, cleanſe the ſoul, from the 
filth of ſin, than papal. abſolutions San it / 
from gull, yet. a religious uſe of n 1ang 
enying 


Fa 
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denying the natural appetite its full demands, 
may impoveriſh a ſoil, which too much favours 


ome particular corruptions. 


V. I ſhall now conclude with a ow hates 
from what I have been treating of. And is a Boch 
of fin, and geath, the unhappy lot of all good men, 
while they continue in this world? © Then, 

1. There is no ſuch thing as perfection in the 
preſent ſtate. For if men, as hath been ſhewn, 
who lived in the more ſimple, and unpopular 
ages of the world, free from the temptations we 
are expoſed to, indulged with a large meaſure 
of grace, and rais'd above all their fellow mor- 
tals, by a ſpecial intercourſe with God, being 
acquainted with the thoughts of his heart, which 
lay hid for infinite ages; I fay, if wich all theſe 
vantages, ſuperior to any which can be 
tended to now, they did not arrive at perfection, 

man ſhould deſpair of it till he is diſrob'd 
of fleſh, and joins the $ Spirits of the juſt, * 

If it be true, that no man liveth and finneth 
not, we muſt paſs the line of death before we 
drop the criminal defects of our nature, and 
commence ſpotleſs creatures. A groaning g ſoul 
can never be a ſinleſs one; yet it is confirm'd 

{cri and experience, that ſo long as we 
dwell in theſe tabernacles, we groan being burden d. 
"Tis own'd, that the ſcale with every Chriſtian _ 
turns on the fide of holineſs, and does much 
more ſo with ſome than others, but notwith- 
ſtanding, there is, and will be an oppoſite weight , 


of fin, * 
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afide, and which, at times, endeavours to bear 
down that which before over-balanced. | 
Perfection is inconfiſtent with our 
- ſituation, and manner of exiſting : our world is 
under a curſe, and the beſt of men are expoſed 
to many unavoidable afflictions; wherefore per- 
fection mult be only in new heavens, and a new 
earth, wherein dwelleth compleat ee 
2 Pet. iii. 13. 

2. There is great reaſon for humility. in the 
very beſt of perſons before God and man, Let 
our qualifications be what they will, we lie at an 
infinite diſtance from perfection, therefore our 
blemiſhes ſhould bring us to the duſt. Were it 
poſlible for us ſtrictly to obſerve the letter of the 
law, and to conform, by an external ſubmiſſion, 
to all the ordinances of the goſpel, yet a ſenſe 
of our inward defects ſhould deſtroy theſe ſeeds | 
of pride, yanity, and ſelf-conceit, - which are too 
apt to ſpring up in our ſouls. We ſhould ſhrink 
into ' theſe diminitive ſentiments of ourſelves, 
which were St. Paul's epithets, 4% than the leaf 
of all Saints, and among the Y of fan 
when we conſider what diſ 
have made ourſelves to the view 757 abſolute Fong 
rity, and that we are conſcious of much more 
fin and folly of our own, than we can juſtly 
charge upon others. 

3. We ſhould frequently repeat our  applica- 
2900 to Las for mortifying grace, and a ſenſe 

love. Our circumſtances/ loudly 
00 95 a 4 115 of faith on the Son of Gad, whit 


ue live in che. les for without this * 
; u 
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udp great power, and either ſtupify or torture 


our ſouls. - It is an experienced truth, that re- 
coùrie to him, inwhom it bath pleaſed the Father 
chat all fulneſs ſhould dwell, is the ſuteſt way to 
— hope of mercy; and find 
. kelp in time of need. Therefore, O Saints, 
n guilt. ſtares you in the face; with an 
| Fighting and. dx ing aſpect, transfer it to 
him, who 7s the end f . lau for righteouſneſs, 
and entered with his atoning blood into that which 
is within the veil, to en tor! fer before God, 
as itiation. * £ 
The hegicet of this is one 'gfpat reaſon with 
many gracious perſons live in the bitterneſs*of 
their ſouls, and bring forth no- more fruit to the 
glory of God; they'keep their load of guilt up- 
2 — own ſhoulders, or attempt to remove it, 
by duties, which are excellent in their 
. 3 e en aus püt ta 
the work of Chriſt. | 
4. We ſhould adore the everlaſting and i.” | 
aliemble love of God to his people.” "How - 
amazing is that grace which is not obſtructed 
by a world of iniquity ? That does hot ſuffer our 
fllch and pollution to turn the channel thereof, 
and prevent its acceſs to our ſoul ?- Was not God | 
omniſclent when he ſaid, The "mountains ul! 
, and the bills be removid. aut my kindneſs 
ſhall not depart from -thee; wither" ſhall the S | 
nant of my” peace be. removed? Ha: Itv:-1 0.” Ves 
ſurely he was, being poſſeſſed of infinite and eter- 
nal Knowledge, penetrating through all perſons 
or ca actions. He knew. the en fm 
5 be 


* * \ 


n and conſequently that his 
was ae ee | and deceitful hearts, 0p 


a 150 ke in inſtances, ſlight his 9. 
ſel 0 then 2 nd on the brink of 
unfathotnable deep! and loſe ourſelves for a 


while in wonder and) aſtoniſhment. The Apoſtle 


did ſo when he iid, 0 the depth ! Here is a 


ſea Gs clear as. c al, the bot- 
ah eats” beyond the Big! of angels, 
who, ſtoop to ſee it, but are loſt in deſire, and 
withdraw longing and amaz d. But as there 
grace of dimenſions larger than fin? May 
criminal, as vile as hell. x give.credit to aach joy 
ful tidings ? Yes, he that runs may read; that 
where „n ne, grace did mucb more abowid, 
That. as fin hath i unto death, even fo might 


het rergh through e fa eternal ble 


Fefus Lord. To cloſe, 
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thou not "ive up his hope. , It has kill & ma- 
at I not a certain ſign of eternal death. 
2 it as 5 bad and loathſome diſeaſe, but 


curable in the of your great phyſician, 


who' is able to ave to the uttermoſs, all. that come 


ae. by 1 a6 wot away therefore 

W eat ' recompence 

PS - heavenly 7 mags L 2 his 
tar he a wear a Chearful countenance, and 


bes ee them to r4jorce in the Lord. Y 


depend: upom it, that if your ſin is moutn d 


| Fu L d againſt, and you attend to go- 


ſpel methods to it under, it ſhall never prove 
your ruin ; for — gu may conceive that 


your” 
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your caſe is ſingular, theſe temprations in your 
are common to all good men, and God in 
faithfulneſs will find an effectual way. to eſcape. 
The moſt diſmal conſideration is being foil d, 
in ſkirmiſhing with your ſpiritual enemies; but' 
throw not yourſelves at their feet as perpetually 
vanquiſh'd ; for notwithſtanding 4 * may 
overcome you, you ſball overcome at the of. 
Gen. xlix. 19. . "—- 
This ſame tedious conflict has been found with 
your "brethren before you, whoſe robes are now 
waſh'd, and made white in the blood of the lamb. 
They had their fins and ſorrows, their fears and 
dejections, though now they ſhine as the fun, 
and ſhout with exceſs of joy for an eternal con- 
queſt. Their crowns of ever-ſparkling glory in- 
circle heads, which once bow'd down under a: 
load of fin; their victorious palms adorn hands, 
which were lank with diſpiriting guilt ; and 
their loftieſt notes are touch'd with tongues, that, 
when they were mortal, vented the grief of 
broken hearts : therefore, if they were in your 
circumſtances when they dwelt on earth, you 
ſhall be in theirs for ever in heaven, compleatly 
delivered from the body of this death, Happy 
then art thou, O Iſrael, who is lite unto thee? 
O people, ſaved by the Lord, the ſhield of thy help 
and who ig the ford of thy excellency | and thine 
enemies ſhall be found hars unto thee, and tho 
ſhalt tread upon their high places, Deu. xxxiii. 
29. n 
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